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Welcome

Building upon the history of one of the 
district’s oldest farming estates, 
Snowgums Retreat is part of the once 
much larger historic Sunnyside Farm.

We trust that you have an amazing visit but 
do feel free to contact us if we can do 
anything to make your stay more enjoyable 
- 0425 466456.

Thanks, Mark & Lisa Smith

PS.  Please remember to provide a 5-star 
rating on Airbnb if you think that it is 
appropriate and also add or like us on 
Facebook and Instagram (links follow).  

www.facebook.com/snowgumsgroup/

https://www.instagram.com/snowgumsretr
eat/

www.snowgumsretreat.com
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Floorplan

8



Bedroom 1

With its sunny north and north-east facing 
views, the master bedroom has a walk-in 
wardrobe and parents retreat ... you’ll soon 
sense why this is one of our favourite 
rooms, as a place to relax with a book or 
someone special.  

Queen bed, lounge and WIR.
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Bedroom 2 - the Stag Room

We are super thrilled with how this room 
has turned out with its chilled feel, tonnes 
of space and oozing style.

Queen bedroom, hanging space plus 
bedside draws for additional storage.  
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Bedroom 3

This room enjoys a sunny northerly aspect, 
queen bed and views over our gardens - 
proposed to be upgraded to host garden 
weddings taking in the stunning rural 
landscapes.
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Bedroom 4

To be converted to a kid bunkhouse with a 
set of bunks in coming months, we 
currently can provide 2 single beds 
(approximately September 2017).
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Hallway

Our gorgeous cypress pine hallway is lit at 
night by low voltage lighting to enable 
those late night toilet runs to be made 
safely.
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Entry & smart-lock

Entry to Snowgums is via an igloo smart 
doorlock.  You will receive your password 
at 12.01pm on the day of your arrival.  The 
password can and should be given to all 
guests.  The password “expires” at the 
end of your stay.
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Kitchen

A light and sunny (morning) room with 
many of the mod-cons but still reflecting 
the charm of yesteryear in other ways.

The kitchen is fully equipped with a range 
of crockery, the equipment to make any 
meals and ingredients for breakfasts.  

NB:  Above the oven is a first aid kit, and 
in the end cupboard on the oven side is 
some emergency equipment - fire 
extinguishers and blankets etc (safety 

matches on the top shelf - out of reach of 
children).    
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Kitchen cont’d

The kitchen comfortably seats 8 with 
permanent seats but with space for an 
additional 3 timber chairs for large family 
gatherings.
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Loungeroom

A place for the family to breakout in 
comfort.  Features 2 x 3 seater lounges, 
coffee table, LED smart TV, Apple TV, gas 
heater and small book collection.
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Sitting room

One of our favourite rooms in the house - 
this room is a glorious place to enjoy the 
gorgeous easterly winter sun over coffee 
or retire to in the afternoon to chill with a 
shiraz - enjoying district views to the 
north-east.
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About the eucalyptus canobolensis

We are undoubtedly fortunate to enjoy 
unspoilt land with established gardens 
surrounding the historic homestead, 
Snowgums Retreat.  

Prior to our acquisition of the property in 
November 2016, the land had fallen into 
disrepair.  We have engaged a gardener 
several days per week and the gardens are 
now to the point that we have removed an 
extraordinary amount of weeds and are 
able to proceed with the native 

revegetation of our property located on the 
edge of the Canobolas State Conservation 
Area, home exclusively to the species 
Eucalyptus Canobolensis.  

Our plan is to substantially upgrade our 
property to more or less be a native habitat 
(with existing exotic established plantings 
remaining) capable to hold professional 
standard weddings and other functions - 
and be a showpiece in the region for 
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ecologically sustainable plantings and tourism.  

The particulars of our plantings are now more or less locked 
down with reports and submissions now being finalised for 
lodgement to the local development consent authority - 
Cabonne Council - including the establishment of eco-tourism 
accommodation in stages, both luxury cabins and a high-end 
eco-lodge in subsequent stages, together with the 
redevelopment of the heritage homestead and incorporation 
of a commercial kitchen and sun-filled conservatory dining 
space.  

DA being submitted 
approximately mid 
October 2017.
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The Silver-leaf Candlebark is a small spreading tree, 8–12 m in height, with smooth 
bark growing to the base of the tree that sheds in ribbons. Juvenile leaves are the 
opposite: rounded and grey-green in colour. Adult leaves are lance-shaped, 
between 10–18 cm long by 1.5–3.5 cm wide and dull green or grey-green in colour. 

The flower heads occur in threes, with a distinctly flattened stalk. Buds are 
egg-shaped, 5–9 mm long, and fruit is cup-shaped, 5–9 mm long by 6–8 mm in 
diameter (NSW DECW 2005dp). 

The branches, leaves and buds of the species are strongly glaucous with a white 
waxy coating when young (Hill & Johnson 1991).

The Silver-leaf Candlebark's flowering period is January–March. Seed is dispersed 
locally by wind or gravity and there is no dormancy mechanism (NSW DECCW 
2005dp).
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Bathroom (main)

Bathroom 1 enjoys a vanity, toilet and large 
shower plus IXL-Tastic for the chilly winter 
months.  
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Bathroom 2

Bathroom 2, whilst dated enjoys a large 
corner bath with jets, toilet and handbasin.  
This room is a target for future renovations, 
so watch this space.  In the meantime, it 
serves as perhaps a handy 2nd bathroom 
and spot for the kids (or the young at 
heart) to enjoy a long therapeutic bath.  

For the safety of guests we have disabled 
the jet outlets and water inlets.

23



Laundry

Yes, we know that you have come away to 
escape the washing and drudgery of 
domestic realities, however if the need 
should arise, be sure to make the most of 
the brand new Samsung washing machine 
(yes, Samsung - but manufactured well 
and truly after their product recall issues 
have resolved) purchased in May 2017.

The room also enjoys an additional toilet if 
the need should arise, ironing board and a 
clothes drying rack (clothesline - Hills 

Hoist style - is located in the backyard 
complete with plenty of pegs).  
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Verandah

Featuring a church pew, table and 
benches with spectacular rural landscape 
views to the east and north-east, this 
verandah is to be upgraded prior to 
summer as a blokey chill-out zone, to 
include a large capacity gas BBQ.

The verandah is lit at night (light switch 
inside the kitchen, behind fridge) and has 
several double power points.

Please take care to not lock yourself on 
this verandah and to supervise any 
children.
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Mudroom - backdoor area

If you’ve come in from a day of trekking or 
adventure the backdoor mudroom is the 
spot to enter and take off any muddy 
shoes etc.  There is a light and switch to 
the exterior sensor light.  The adjacent 
storage is also available for the use of 
guests.  

The mudroom also enjoys a cloak 
cupboard but please remember to empty it 
before you depart from your stay.
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Office

Presently sectioned off and not let under 
Airbnb.  The office is available for the 
guest of guests by prior arrangement.  
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Information for your 
stay
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Tourism links & things to do

See Airbnb for our list of recommended places including restaurants, wineries and bars - 
otherwise its available here:  http://snowgumsretreat.com/170616-mark-lisas-guidebook/

Definitely visit :  Visit Orange (Tourist office) open 9am – 5pm | 7 Days, 149 Byng St 
(Corner of Byng & Peisley St), Orange NSW 2800  Ph:  1800 069 466 
www.visitorange.com.au

You can also download the following helpful guides using the links below.

                                 

  	 	

xxx

ORANGE

Animals on Bikes Trail

relax, unwind and indulge in the orange region.

join the adventure!

hvjef

Dzdmf

A Guide to Cycling  
in and around Orange

ORANGE!REGION 
WINE!&!FOOD!GUIDE!"#$%/$&

with cellar doors, farm gates, retail & produce

N S W  A U S T R A L I A

http://snowgumsretreat.c
om/cycleguide_issuu/

http://snowgumsretreat.c
om/orange-wine-food-gui
de/

http://snowgumsretreat.c
om/visit-orange-destinati
on-guide-2016/
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igloohome smart lock

We have a smart door lock for ease 
of entry and exit from the front door 
of Snowgums Retreat.  
Accordingly, it is essential that you 
download the igloohome smart 
lock apps from the relevant app 
store and switch ON Bluetooth on 
your phone.

For more information - please 
watch our introductory smartlock 
videos:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MuHb
4fQiSm8&index=3&list=PLVLSUgFiRTBdA
v_ivwDEfefJwXm8Kxp84
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Apps you need

Igloohome app (make sure you text all the 
mobiles of all the people requiring door 
access). 

Sonos controller app - fabulous music 
player.

Apple remote app - to operate the Apple 
TV (not sure if this is available on Android, 
possibly try the CiderTV or Universal 
Smart Remote Ezzi TV apps on Google 
Play?).

Orange NSW app (tourist guide).
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Introductory videos

To access our introductory video menu 
simply type into your browser:  

www.bit.ly/snowgums1

If you have any suggestions for additional 
intro video’s please email these to:  

mark@snowgumsretreat.com
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Emergency details

We trust your visit is amazing and incident 
free.

The house is equipped with smoke 
detectors and a carbon monoxide detector 
(October 2017), fire blankets and 2 fire 
extinguishers.    

Each electrical item has been tagged and 
tested (14/6/2017).  Electrical wiring has 
been recently upgraded with enhancement 
has been made to ensure your visit is 
carefree and enjoyable.  

If, however, you do need help, here are 
some important details:

In an emergency 

• dial 000 for Police, Fire or Ambulance.

• Our address is: 299 Nancarrow Lane, 
Nashdale NSW 2800

• The closest hospital in an emergency is:  
Orange Base Hospital at 1530 Forest 
Road, Orange NSW 2800.

• In the event of a serious plumbing or 
electrical issue - please contact Mark on 
0425 466456 or Lisa on 0447 933836 
day or night.  Keep trying if there is no 
answer.

• If you become locked out (and you have 
access to a smart phone), fear not; 
chances are we may be able to provide 
an emergency passcode for access.  
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Barrister Bruce’s 
discerning guide 

3
“I will (write) something 
wonderful & unique ... - I 
don't fit in with other 
people's genre 
constraints”. 

– Bruce, 23 June



Coming soon

Barrister 
Bruce is busily wining, dining and writing 
away.  

Watch this space.
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Sheeple 
4

“Come add me as a friend 
on Facebook”

– Randy Sheep



The mob

Our friendly and growing mob are eager to 
meet you and happy to eat from your 
hands.  

We even supply sheep pellets. (Kids are 
fascinated).  

Select members of our celebrity sheep 
collection even have their own Facebook 
pages, so feel free to connect with them 
for ongoing news updates. 

Alternatively, watch our YouTube sheep 
care video’s:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMDn
Fx2nhA0&index=14&list=PLVLSUgFiRTBd
Av_ivwDEfefJwXm8Kxp84
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Randy

The pin-up and black-sheep bad boy of 
our flock is Randy.  

Get to know Randy at:

https://www.facebook.com/randysheepoffi
cial/

39

https://www.facebook.com/randysheepofficial/
https://www.facebook.com/randysheepofficial/
https://www.facebook.com/randysheepofficial/
https://www.facebook.com/randysheepofficial/


40



Randy

Above - Randy with daughter lamb Hillary 
in the immediate background. 

Below - Randy leading 
Dolly (mother of Hillary) 
astray.
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Ivanka

Easily the greediest, yet somehow one of 
the sweetest, Ivanka will eat your food with 
a smile and loves children.  
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Ivanka, Pixie and Trixie

Our beautiful but greedy ewe Ivanka in 
about August gave birth to delightful twin 
girls, Pixie 
(above 
photo 
over 
Ivanka’s 
shoulder) 
and Trixie 
taking 
twin 
drinks 
(below).  
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Ivanka, Pixie and Trixie

Ivanka with Pixie and Trixie taking in our 
beautiful views of the adjacent former 
volcano known as Mt. Canobolas.
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Rosie

Probably the sweetheart of the mob, but 
second most greedy eaters (after Ivanka), 
Rosie is a lovely sheep and also mummy 
to young Malcolm.  

Watch our video where baby Malcolm 
takes his first steps under the watchful eye 
of mummy sheep Rosie.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Khild
NdS2kU&index=26&list=PLVLSUgFiRTBdA
v_ivwDEfefJwXm8Kxp84
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Rosie & Malcolm

Mother nosie Rosie having a sniff of 
something (above).

Malcolm (with horns) here with cousin (or 
is that step-sister (??)) Pixie lamb.
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Poppy

You’ll usually find poor Poppy at the back 
of the pack but she indeed has a soft spot 
in our hearts, despite being way down the 
pecking order amongst her peers.  

Poppy is a shy and young but a happy 
sheep with a talent for the steeple chase 
and has been known to jump fences ... 
(true story).  

Poppy is yet to find her feet on Facebook.
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Poppy & Reggie

Born mid September 2017, Reggie, son of 
Poppie is quickly taking a special place in 
our hearts.
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Dolly

Outstanding in her field - as this photo 
suggests, Dolly is your typical sheep and 
mother to Hillary.  

One of the most photogenic of our sheep, 
Dolly is coming soon to coffee mugs and 
take-home canvas prints.  

Ordering online soon at:  

www.snowgumsretreat.com
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Dolly & Hillary

Dolly following Randy into 
no-man’s land (right) and Hillary 
(below, mid picture in front of tree) 
checking out one of our 
marvellous photographers, Emily.
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Teaser - Malcolm & Tony

This pair of 
new-borns 
celebrates 
another famous 
pair of Malcolm & 
Tony’s and will 
take your heart 
away.  

Tony was born 
(son of Melania - 
top right in shot) 
on Mother’s Day 
2017 yet is 
somehow 
regarded as the 
black sheep of 
the pair?

Malcolm arrived 
shortly thereafter, 
kid of Rosie 
(centre bottom).  

51



Tony

Poor Tony, now a gorgeous wether has a 
very pleasing disposition and a cheeky 
face.  Son of Melania and rival to Malcolm 
(born about 2 weeks after him to Rosie).  
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Malcolm

Malcolm, son and now wether offspring of 
Rosie.
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More to come

Further profiles on our celebrity sheeples 
coming soon featuring:

• Ruby.

• Melania.

• our juvenile lambs (from left) Pixie, Hillary, 
Donald and Trixie.
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Wedding gardens & 
ecotourism

5

We have redevelopment plans for the 
future revegetation and addition of 
eco-tourism facilities including further 
sensitive accommodation options for the 
property and the distribution of local fine 
foods and wines.  

For now - some of these plans are 
discussed on our website, 
http://www.snowgumsretreat.com 

Please join our mailing lists on our website 
www.snowgumsretreat/contact/ to receive 
updates or add us on Facebook or 
Instagram.

www.snowgumsretreat.com
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We are aiming high 
to reconnect our 
land as habitat in the 
surrounding ecology 
of Mt. Canobolas & 
State Conservation 
Area.
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Check our gallery here (north facing sun-filled Eco-cabins & Snowgums 
Restaurant & Function centre expansion)

Ecogardens & 
revegetation



Before & afters
6

“When we first bought it, it was a pile of 
weeds that had been occupied by 
around 15 chain-smoking fruit pickers...”

– Mark Smith



Bedroom 1 - before and after 
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Bedroom 2 - before and after 
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Bedroom 3 - before and after 
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Bedroom 4 - before and after 
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Hallway - before and after 
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Sitting room - before and after 
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Kitchen area - before and after 
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Kitchen area - before and after 
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Exterior front (so far)
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Exterior front  
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Exterior front  
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Exterior front  
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Exterior front  
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Exterior front

As at the time of writing, we have plans to 
revegetate the land with a customise 
selection of mostly native species to 
compliment the micro-climate and its 
unique near alpine existing fauna and flora.  

The plans are now being finalised with the 
input of leading ecologists and will be 
presented to the community for 
consultation and ideally for approval to 
Cabonne Council circa mid October 2017.
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Exterior rear (so far)

The previously farmed land will 
undergo loving restoration including 
improvements and upgrading to 
form a dramatic environment for 
weddings and functions as well as 
to connect our land and the habitat 
to our surrounding ecology in this 
1000m+ elevated, near alpine, 
micro-climate on the edge of the 
Mt. Canobolas State Conservation 
Area.  

We believe our landscaping plans 
will greatly improve the land as 
natural habitat for local fauna and 
flora plus benefit surrounding land 
owners, predominantly orchardists.
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Exterior rear 
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Exterior rear 
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Exterior rear 
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Stay in touch
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Snowgums Retreat at Sunnyside Farm
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Please remember a 5 star rating ...
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Thank you
8

We wouldn’t exist if it weren’t for you, so 
thank you for coming and staying, and 
please send your friends and family and 
spread the good word about your stay.

Again, thank you and hope to see you 
again soon.

Much love, Mark, Lisa and sheeples. 
xoxox
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Come again soon

Safe travels home.  And thank you.  
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